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Defector’s Claims About JFK and Oswald  
Underlie Conference Theme 

 
The Nosenko case and the key unsolved mysteries of the CIA will hold center 
court at the 5th Raleigh Spy Conference March 26-28 at the North Carolina Museum 
of History in downtown Raleigh. 
 
March 5, 2008 (RALEIGH, NC) — Why would the KGB take pains to deny it had nothing 
to do with the assassination of John F. Kennedy, or that the Soviet spy agency had no 
contact with Lee Harvey Oswald when he lived in the USSR prior to the events in 
Dallas? 
  
CIA officer Tennent “Pete” Bagley asked those questions of KGB defector Yuri Nosenko 
in Geneva in 1964 — less than two months after the assassination. James Angleton, the 
chief of counterintelligence for CIA, agreed with Bagley’s assessment: Nosenko was part 
of a deception and was not telling the whole truth. Thus ensued one the most 
controversial sagas in CIA history that continues today with the publication of a new 
book by Pete Bagley. 
  
The 2008 Raleigh Spy Conference, an internationally acclaimed event that draws top 
experts in the field of intelligence to Raleigh each year, will feature Bagley and five other 
expert speakers under the title CIA’s Unsolved Mysteries: The Nosenko Defection, 
Double Agents and Angleton’s Wilderness of Mirrors. The final conference schedule 
is available at www.raleighspyconference.com (click on “event info”). 
 
According to Conference founder Bernie Reeves, editor and publisher of Raleigh Metro 
Magazine, “Many questions remain from the monumental battle between the Soviet 
Union and the United States when the wheel of history often turned to the will of agents 
of deception and moles burrowed inside intelligence and other government agencies. It 
was indeed a ‘wilderness of mirrors’ that continues today to cast a confused image of 
history.” 
 
On Wednesday evening March 26, the conference kicks off with a intriguing inside look 
at two of the most notorious traitors in US history - Aldrich Ames of CIA and Robert 



Hanssen of the FBI - and a third shadowy operative who lives today near Raleigh in 
Chapel Hill, NC: Felix Bloch, the former Deputy Chief of Mission in the American 
embassy in Vienna, Austria. Using personal knowledge of the cases, former 
CIA counterintelligence officer Brian Kelley -  whose life was disrupted when the FBI 
thought he was the mole who turned out to be Robert Hanssen - will bring never before 
disclosed first-hand insight into the most infamous spy cases in US history. Registration 
begins at 6 p.m. 
 
David Robarge, chief historian for CIA, will start off Thursday morning at 9 a.m. 
discussing the environment at CIA created by the legendary James Jesus Angleton, 
CIA’s counterintelligence chief who turned the Agency inside out searching for a Soviet 
mole he thought had burrowed into the highest levels of the US intelligence community. 
 
At 10:30 a.m., former CIA counterintelligence officer Brian Kelley will dramatize for the 
first time the true story of an American double agent targeted against the KGB. Drawing 
on newly declassified information, Kelley will trace the deceptions and mystery of the 
case – involving spy agencies, presidents and KGB sources -- and conclude with a 
stunning surprise involving an American official. 
 
At 1:30 p.m., Special Guest Tennent “Pete” Bagley will be center stage for a Q&A 
session led by Brian Kelley to divulge the story of KGB defector Yuri Nosenko in 1964, 
who brought news that the KGB had nothing to do with the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy - and had no contact with Lee Harvey Oswald when he lived in the Soviet 
Union just prior to the assassination. Bagley’s new book, Spy Wars: Moles, Mysteries 
and Deadly Games, maintains that - despite the CIA’s eventual acceptance of Nosenko 
as a valid defector - he was actually a KGB plant sent to disrupt US intelligence. Bagley, 
snubbed by some of his CIA colleagues over his book, will reveal his findings at the 
Raleigh conference and discuss his experience in the wilderness of mirrors created by 
moles, double agents, false defectors and deception operations.  
 
At 3 p.m., Former Time Magazine Moscow bureau chief - and respected author of 
seminal books on the Cold War – Jerrold Schecter will address the political 
environment that produced the double agents, moles and deception operations that 
created the wilderness of mirrors that signified the Cold War confrontation of spy 
agencies for the US and the Soviet Union.  
 
From 4:15 to 5 p.m. authors at the Conference will hold a book signing. The day will 
conclude with a Conference Gala from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Amra’s in Raleigh’s 
Glenwood South district.  
 
Friday, March 28, kicks off at 9 a.m. with a panel discussion featuring all speakers to 
field additional questions from the audience, introduce special guests, and discuss the 
findings and conclusions from the 5th Raleigh Spy Conference. 
 
At 11 a.m., David Ignatius, Washington Post columnist and former Moscow bureau 
chief – and author of espionage fiction applauded by the intelligence community – will 
deliver the final address with an overview of the era that created the wilderness of 
mirrors and the political and historical impact of Cold War espionage.  
 
The Raleigh Spy Conference was founded “to bridge the gap between intelligence and 
current history,” according to Reeves. “The calculus of modern events is intelligence. We 



don’t really know what happened until someone declassifies something.” 
  
Association of Intelligence Officers President Gene Poteat says of the Raleigh 
Conference: “In Washington, it's difficult for the public to comprehend important 
intelligence and terrorism issues since everything is partisan and politically charged. 
Outside Washington, there are few voices for the public to hear, and those heard are 
often wrong or media-driven. Few are able to explain to the public what really has 
happened, and is happening, in intelligence, counterterrorism and national security — 
important issues, which, throughout history, have spelled the survival or loss of this or 
other nations. 
 
“The annual Raleigh Spy Conference is a rare opportunity to hear it straight, with an 
unusual ‘insider's’ perspective and knowledge. Each year this conference opens that 
door to share remarkable insights and stellar speakers with the public. If one 
claims a scintilla of world-affairs knowledge, it cannot be true unless the annual Raleigh 
Spy Conference is on your calendar.” 
 
Tickets to the three-day event are $250 for the general public, $175 for seniors, and 
$145 for teachers, students and members of the military and intelligence community. 
Early registration is available by calling Jennifer Hadra at 919-831-0999. For complete 
information, including accommodations, go to www.raleighspyconference.com. 
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